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PREFACE. 

I DEDICATE this poem to my wife, since its produc- 
tion is mainly owing to her. Conversing with 
her one day upon the subject of a sermon which 
we had heard together, I sketched rerbally the 
outline of the following tale, using it for the 
purpose of illustrating the subject : she imme- 
diately asked me to write it down, that she might 
remember it for her children; I assented, and, 
on commencing my task, conceived the idea of 
putting it into verse, — hence the poem ; whether 
it be good or bad, it has already answered the 
purpose for which it was originally intended, by 
pleasing her to whom it is now affectionately^ 
inscribed. 
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SALUS/ 



PART I- 

TVas early dawn,t when Salus sprang from sleep ; 

A youth of sixteen summers 3 he had lain 

On eider down, and sumptuously enwrapped 

With finest of fine fabric : servants stood 

With willing service, waiting on the word 

Of him they honoured ; J no false hearts were there. 

But all obedient to his least command ; 

And through the palace of his noble sire 

No sound was heard but that of praise § and peace ; 

Praise of the youth, so valued by his sire. 

Praise of the sire, munificent and kind. 



* In Him was life. (John i. 4.) 
t In the beginning was the Word. (John 1. 1.) 

X Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ? (Heb. i. 14.) 

; Praise waiteth for Thee, God, in Sion. (Psahn Ixv. 1.) 
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6 SALUS : AN ALLEGORY. 

And peace,* the meed of every grateful mind.—- 

Young Salus is a lad of wondrous grace ; t 

Just in the perfect prime of budding youth. 

Balanced in truest equipoise betwixt 

The strength of vigorous manhood, and the fresh 

Unhackneyed elasticity of limb, J 

Observed in graceful boyhood. The red blood 

Bounds lightly through bib vains, eagejr to show 

Its rich tint through so smooth and soft a skin,§ 

Transparent yet, though bronzed by sun and air. 

His perfect health give$ brightn^s to the eye, || 

Serenely gazing, like a conqueror. 

Under the arch triumphal of his brow ; 

Etherial'in its hue, .it swimis in light, \\] . ' ' 

So calm, as though he never knew a doubt. 

But trusted all mankind were good, and pure, 

As his own angel-spirit. — Such is he. 

The hero of my tale. T'was. early dawn^ 

And Salus rose, and passed from out the throng. 

Who bowed their i^everence,^ as he swift went forth ; 

But dared not question ; for their lords commaud, 

* Of the increase <of His goTemment and peaoe there shall be no end. 
(Isaiah ix. 7.) 

.t-ThQU-grt fairer tjhan the children of men : grace is poured into Thy lips. 
(Psalm xlv. 2.) 

t My beloved is like a roe or a young haW. (Sol. Song, ii. 9.) 

§ My beloved is white and ruddy. (iSol. Song, t. 10.) 
' H His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waten^ washed with 
milk and fitly set. (Sol. Song, v. 12.) 

H He saith, And let all the angels of Ood worship Him. ^Heb. i. 6.) 
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SALUS: AN ALLRGOEY. 7 

Was, honour to his son, and nought Tjeyond, 

Except for guard;* then only if he called. 

The armies were to speed, and, at his word. 

To slay and desolate ; still, not unless 

This honoured son should caU if hut as he went. 

His thoughts were not on strife ; he went to see 

A pretty child he often had observed. 

Gathering daisies X i^ the fields around 

His father^s palace ; and he knew, that this 

Sweet sunny morning hour the child would woo ; 

That he should find him seated by the stream, 

Whichcoursedthewoodland through, and pluckingfl6wers,§ 

As erst, to make a garland for his nurse. 

Poor CcBCUS II loved his nurse,^ and nurse If loved flowers,§ 

And Salus thought, no doubt, to find the lad 

At this, his oft employment. — ^As he went. 

He mused with pity,** on the hapless fate 

Of this poor helpless child. — ^A beauteous boy. 

Some eight years old, with brightest intelliect. 

And fairest form, confided to the care 

Of ignorance and vice.ft — ^Teachers he had; 

* lie shall give His angels charge concerning thee. 

t Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall pre- 
sently give Me more than twelve legions of angels. (Matt. xxvi. 63.) 
V t S«nring divers Inats and pleaaores. (Titos iii. 3.) IT The wcvld. 

§ Getting wealth and hononrs. { Riches, 

II He that lacketh these things is hlind. (2 Peter i. 9.) 

** For we have not an high priest that caimot be touched with the foeling 
or oar infirmities. (Heb. iv. 15.) 

ft They be blind leaders of the blind. (Matt. xv. H.) 
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8 SALTIS: AN ALLIKK)BY. 

But such as only workbig for their hire. 

Gave Kttle heed to him they had in charge.— 

They never sought to look into his heart. 

Or to trace out the causes of the wrong 

They often witnessed. — ^Bven his bright eyes. 

So beautiful and so expressive, yet. 

Were not remarked, by them, to have defect :* 

But so it was, for he could not discern 

The colors of the flowers he plucked : this red. 

He thought it white ; that blue, he deemed it green ; 

But none could tell the child, or guessed indeed. 

His vision faithless ; for the terms were taught. 

As, red, green, blue, applied to certain hues ; 

These terms he learned, but little did he dream. 

That to his teachers, hues were so unlike 

What they appeared to his diseased sight ; 

Or, that the term appKed, to each one^s mind 

Conveyed a different hue : but fttrther still. 

This poor child's vision misei^hly erred : 

He often saw a floweret where flower was none. 

And plucked a withered stem ; J he thought there grew 

Primrose and violet ; and he laid him down. 

On beds of nettles. J None divined the cause 



* Beeanse they seeing see not. . * .and seeing ye shall eeOf and shall not 
perceive. (Mat. xiii. 13, 14.) 

t Riches. 

J For the lore of money is the root of all evil, which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pieroed themselves through with 
many sorrows. (1 Tim. vi. 10.) 
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SALUS : AN ALLEQOBT. 9 

Of these his folKes, until Salus, once. 

Observed his helplessness : and he, high taaght 

In science, and with eyes acate and clear. 

At once divined the cause ; and, from that time. 

He sought to help.* — ^In daily walks, he drew 

Near to the child, and strove to catch his glance. 

And fix it on himself:* perchance, he thought 

His princely dress, attractive, might win back 

The eager look which sought for what was not. — t 

But Goecns took no heed. — Then Salus tried 

To lure him with his voice ; when first he called,t 

" Coecus, come hither,'^ Goecus turned, and gazed. 

Half wondering ; half appalled ; then sought the flower 

His fancy had portrayed ; J while Salus, sighed 

With pity, which grew love, while yet he sighed ; 

And still he strove, and stiil his love increased : 

TiU, this fair fragile child engrossed his thoughts 

By day and night. §. — He longed to press the boy. 

Close to his heart ; for Salus had no friend. 

Of his own age, with whom to hold commune ; 

And his young tender heart now yearned, for this 



* What oould have been done more to My yineyard, that I have not done 
in it ? (Isaiah y. 4.) 

t Vanity of vanities. (Eccles. xii. 8.) 

X When I called, ye did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; bnt 
did evil before Mine eyes, and did choose that wherein I delighted not (Isaiah 
liv. 12.) 

§ For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
(Luke xix. 10.) 
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10 SALUS : AN ALLEGOEX. 

Strong want of human nature,* 6ne to love, — 

As years rolled on, young Gobcus grew more wild. 

And wayward in his will ; and proud, alas ! 

Of clayformed beauty,t and of powers of thought.— 

It seemed, his friendship so besought by one 

Princely ^d high as Salus ; 'twere enough 

To please his vanity ; yet, not to stir 

His soul from the abyss of selfish pride.-^— 

He saw no beauty J in the noble form. 

Which never stooped to pluck the flowers he plucked ; 

He deemed the kindness shewn, his rightful due ; 

Perhaps put forth to subjugate his wiU ; 

Still, he could not refuse a courteous bow. 

And cold assent,§ to Salus' gentle words. 

Now Salus had a sovereign balm, for eyes 
Diseased ; so rare, that but a touch could heal ; 
'Twas very pure, || simple, as crystal clear ) 
But of a strength and pungency unknown ; 



* Jerusalem, Jenuuilem, fhou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens utder her wings, and ye would 
not ! (Matthew xxiii. 37.) 

t But thou didst trust in thine own beauty. (£zek. vri. 16,) 

% He hath ilo form nor cdmelixiess-; and when we shall see ^im» there is 
no beauty that we should desire Him. (Isaiah liii. 2.) 

§ Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, Thou hast weU said. 

H The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. (Psalm 
xix. 8.) 
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SALTJS: AN AliLBaORY. 11 

And, sharp in its eflTects ; first causing pain,* 

From which the sufferer winced, a pain so dread^ 

That none but.Salus' gentle hands could soothe ;t 

He having other simples for this end j 

And, this removed, the cure went on apace, 

TiU glorious Hght ehone on the darkened orb ; ' 

But, 'twas his pleasure to apply these balm^, . 

With his own tender hand, for none might touch , 

Unskilled, these wondrous drugs, nor hope to work 

Efficiently with such, save him alone.J 

One day, he met young GoBOus.in his walk. 

And, his heart breeding with compassion, urged 

Acceptance of his wholesome remedy, 

Coecus, IVe sought thee§ many days, to give 
Sight to thy blinded eyes ; Oh, come with mo. 

Let md apply my cure, that thou may'st live, 
To taste the pleasures of the really free ; 

To gather flowers of knowledge, and of truth. 

And glean in plenteous fields, like gentle Ruth, 



* Thine arrowi stick fest in me, and Thy hand pressefh me 90ie. (Psalm 
xxxviii* 2.) 

• t He hath sent me to lyind up the Iwoken-heavted, &e. (Isaidh Ld. 1 ; 
Luke iy. 18.) 

t For there is one God, and one Mediator, between God and men. (1 
Timothy ii 6.) 

J I was made manifest unto them that asked not after mo. (Romans x. 20.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 SALUS : AN ALLEGORY. 

Thou^t find, Hke her, thy sheaf abundant prove. 
Of full ears, scattered by the hand of love.* 
Dear Ccboub, come, let me anoint thine eyes. 
To see and learn the wisdom of the skies. 



Answered young Coecus ; Noble sir, I own 
Thy right, on this thy manor,t to command 
Obedience and respect, and fain would pay. 
So far as in me lies, these tributes due ;t 
Yet, if I trespass, I would crave excuse 
From thine high clemency ; thou dost allow. 
Freedom of speech, and action, and I use 
This Hberty accorded. Should I sue. 
For more than I enjoy of flowers, or grain, 
'Twill then be fitting that thou should' st demand 
Some further tribute ; but Pve nought to pay. 
And therefore will not sue. These flowers I plucky 
Permitted,§ if not by direct decree. 
Yet by old custom, to my ancestors 
Allowed ; and this allowance used, afibrds 
Pleasure enough for my desires. What more. 



And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, 

that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. (Ruth ii. 16.) 

t The earth is the Lord's, and the fulhiess thereof. (Psalm xxiv. 1.) 

% This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from He. 

(Mark yii. 6.) 
§ Eyery man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath 

given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his 

labour ; this is the gift of God. (Eccles. v. 9.) 
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BALUS : AN ALLEGOEY. 13 

Thou say^st I need, is mystery to me ; 

Mine eyes are open and I see,* nor seek 

For further power of vision ; to see more 

Might chance disturb my peace ; the future, hid. 

Breaks not my spirit ; and the past is lost 

In sweet forgetfcdness ; or, if recalled, 

'Tis only to enjoy, by pleasant thoughts. 

Of pleasure re-recalled, reacted ; thus, 

I hold my freedom, and I cannot feel 

Suppliant, like those who throng thy Father's haU, 

They may assume deeper humility. 

May humbly bow the knee, and utter words 

Of seeming adoration ; but I know 

A prince needs no such service ; and I scorn. 

Pretence and mockery : though young, I feel 

A noble independence. I would pay 

To thee, the honour due : what more would'st have ? 

Then Salus saddened, dropped a tear,t and stood. 

Waiting till irritation should subside ; 

But ope'd his lips at length, and gave these words. — 

I spoke not of my rights ; nor gave command ; 

I passed all trespass by ; % 
I sought no tribute from unwilling hand ; 

My father, and not I, 



• But now ye say, We see ; therefore your sin remaineth. (John ix. 41.) 
t Jesus wept, (John xi. 36.) 

X If even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressionfl for Mine own sake, 
and will not remember thy sins. (Isaiah xliu. 26,) 
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14 .SALUS : AN ALLEGOKT. 

Demands thy tribute ;* this broad manor, his. 
Entrusted to me only for thy gOod, 
'Tis thine ; stream, wold, and wood ; 

For thy free use. 

I seek not to enthrall, I would confer 

A boon unasked, but great. 
If I but call, from hence thou can'et not stir. 

But must my pleasure wait : 
I yield thy freedom, and I crave thy love ; 

I claim thy confidence, and fullest trust; 

As being oiily just, . 

Return for love. 

I need no slave, IVe willing hearts (6now,t 

To do me service ; yea, 
'Tis but of clemency that I allow. 

The h<>mage which they pay : J / 
So high my state, that none can choose bat bend ; 

And, never have I atodped,. except to thee. 

To teach humility ; 
I condescend. 



* Bender therefore tmto. .Ood tiie tinngs idnch are God's. (Luke xx. 2&,) 
"t Ye His angels, ihat excel in strength, that do Hiif commandments, heark- 
ening unto the voice of His word. Te ministers of His that do His pleasure. 
(P8ahaciiL20, 21.) 
t Yea, the stars are not pure in His sight. (Joh xxv. 5.) 
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. 8ALUa ; AN ALLEGORY. 

And, if I tell thee Ccecus, once again. 

Thy sight: a falsehood shows ; 
'Tis only to save thee, dear boy, from pain. 

That I this truth disclose ; 
PitfaUa exist, mpo» which, if thou step't, 

Destruction must ensue ; * O fearful end ; 

I weep for thee ; thy friend. 
And Salus wept. 

Coecus stood dprnbyt no answer could he find : 
He dared not say ; I never can believe, 

Such gentle .tenderness oonld be combined 

With justice, and high state ; thou would^St deceive. 
. The doubt wefi in his heart,^ ^^^9 utter'd not ; 

Unmoved he stood,§ although his cheek flushed hot, 

Stubb6m, untouched, and rooted to the spot. 

And Salus went his way, baJBBied, and hurt. 
Yet less in anger, || than was well deserved; 

Eesolved to love, he persevered to save ; 

Hoped against hope, the rebel to subdue ; 

And, from his gracious purpose, never swerved. 



* Thou didst set them in slippery places : Thou castedst them down into 

destruction. (Psalm Ixxiii. 18.) 
t And he was speechless. (Matthew rxii. 12.) 
X Whom He hath sent, Him ye believe not. (John v. 38.) 
§ And ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life. (John y. 40.) 
li For My name's sake will I defer Mine anger, and for My praise will 

refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. (Isaiah zlviii. 9.) 
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16 SALUS : AN ALLEaORY. 

Coecus^ thus left^ began to feel a shame 

Suffuse his face with blushes : * could it be ; 

That he had wronged a noble hearty who sought 

Only his happiness ? — ^'twere truly base. 

The thought was stinging^ and he strove, to chase 

Th' impression from his mind. How sweet these flowers ; 

How deep that shade ; how lovely is the earth. 

At length ; forgetfulness, and ease, to aid 

His efforts, lulled him into soundest sleep :t 

Down on the mossy bank, all tired he lay ; 

An erring, beautiful, young son of clay ; 

Dreaming away the noon of life's bright day. 

* That thou mayest remember, and be confoimded, and never open thy 
mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee 
for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord God. (Ezek. xyi. 63.) 

t God hath given them the spirit of slumber. (Romans xi. 8.) 
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PART 11. 

Habe ! the clear melody, cheerily ringing. 

Through the green woods on the sweet summer air j 
And blithe is the song which that young voice is singing. 

Lightly I bound o'er the earth. 

Gay is my lot ; 
Carelessly sing, in my mirth ; 

All care forgot ; 
Brightly the sun shines, and sweet. 

Sweet herbs, and flowers ; 
O, what a happy retreat. 

This earth of ours. 

Fresh momiag breeze on my lip. 

Quickening my blood ; 
Gladly my lithe limbs I dip. 

In the clear flood;* 
Coolingly, wraps the bright wave 

Over my head; 
Blest be the fountain that gave. 

This Hmpid bed. 

* The stream of earthly pleasure and folly. 
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18 SALUS : Air ALLEGOBT. 

Stricken^ the light bubbles glance. 

High in the air ; 
Colour'd, and quivering, they dance, 

Lucent, and fair : 
Compelling the wave to submit,* 

Buoyant and strong; 
Swimming, how gaily doth it. 

Bear me along. 

Gently I lie, at my ease 

On the clear stream ; 
Floating, as still as I please. 

Nymph-like I dream; 
Dream, and look up to the sky. 

Clear, bright, and blue ; 
Dreaming, for ever could lip. 

Dreaming it through. 

Deep in the wave are reflect. 

Green banks and trees ; 
Pool must he be, whoM reject,. 

Joys, bright as these ; 
! sing the song of the bath. 

Over and o'er ; 
Then for a race on the path^ 

And one dip more.f 



* Folly is set in great dignity. (Eccles. x. 6.) 

. t As a dog retumeth. to his vomit, so a fool retumeth to his folly. 
(Prov. xxyi. 11.) 
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SALU8 : AN ALLEGORY. 19 

'Twas Coecus sung ; poor lad, lie Kttle thought, 

How near a fnghtfol torrent he had swum ; 
Nor, what the danger * that his sight had wrought. 

By leading him, this fearful risk to run. 
He leap't upon the bank, like a young steed. 

And, shaking the bright drops from his long hair. 
He bounded forward, paying little heed. 

To peril 'scaped, nor taking fdture care. 

Swiftly, did Coecus course the verdant plain, 
Agile, and eager his cooled blood to warm. 
By healthy exercise : thus, to and fro. 
Along the margin of the stream he ran. 
In sport he leaped, and seized with vigorous hand^ 
The branch of a huge tree,t which hung above ; 
So high, that, but for his lithe spring, 'twere vain. 
To grasp at aught so far beyond his reach : 
Vaulting ambition, J crowned with high success. 
Urged him to further trial of his strength. 

Backward, and forward, he swings ; § flings 

Higher his feet toward the sky : 
Easily moving, he sings ; brings 

Bustling dead leaves || from on high : 

* The prosperity of fools shall destroy them. (Proy. i. 32.) 
t Worldly ambition. 

X Pride goeth before destrnctioii, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 
(Proverbs xri. 18.) 
i The full swing of earthly power and prosperity. 
1] Detraction and slander. 
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20 SALUS : AN ALLEGORY. 

Sings, keeping time to the creak, creak, 

Qreaking, old bough of the tree ; 
If cause for the sound, he'd seek ; weak, 

He'd find that old bough to be. 
Surely his strength must be vast j fast. 

And laboured, his breath doth come ; 
No longer his song can last ; past 

His power, the echoes are dumb. 
Straining his arms to keep hold ; bold. 

Must he be, to keep that place ; 
Had he known, the slimy fold, cold ; 

Of a snake,* so near his face : 
The reptile doth softly glide, slide. 

His coils on the bough to place ; 
Then, darting quickly aside ; tried. 

The swinger's form to embrace. 



The cold touch on his loins, he started ; 

Suddenly started, and winced ; 
Shaking the regular movement. 

Sidelong he flinched : 
The branch, which had swung like a pendulum. 

Just by a thread ; 
Snapped, with the twist ; and launched him. 

Where impetus led ; 



* fiemorse. 
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SALUS : AN ALLEGORY, 21 

Snapped when the swinger was highest : 

Launched him, beyond recall ; 
Just at the moment, when, impetus^ 

Lent force to his fall.* 

All abroad, and falling, 
Tumbhng down, and crashing. 
Earth, received her load. 

StunnM he lay, and senseless scarcely breathing. 

Scarcely stirring leaves, which falhng with him. 

Lay on his hps and cheeks, as if to choose 

The sweetest resting place ; his naked limbs. 

Buried in grass, so long, it almost hid 

His slender form from sight. The snake had seen,t 

And, gliding down, it stole along the sward. 

Where its poor victim, silent, helpless lay : 

But, the creature awed by stiUness solemn. 

Forbore to strike its venom ; well content. 

To coil round limbs recumbent, soft, and warm. 

And lap, with forked tongue, the dews of youth. 

Coecus raised his eyelids ; from his swoon. 

He slowly roused, and, heaving 

A deep sigh ; sigh of relief, at leaving 



* Pride goeih before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 
(Prov. xvi. 18). 

t And be sure your sin will find you out. (Numb, xxxii. 23.) 
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The dark shimber of oblivion ;* moved ; 
Wearily, slowly, with effort, wishing to rise* 
All in vain ; his idifltteTed limb> betrayed 
By paiQ acute^ his helplessness ; his sighs^ 
Feebly renewed, bespoke his anguish, made 
Sharper by effort,t and his spirit dies. 

Fainting, yet conscious, he sees^ 

That his movement, when roused fix)m his trance. 

Has aroused the too vigilant snake, 

CoiUng about his knees. 

With a creeping shuddering emotion. 

He feels, crawling up on his breast. 

The poisonous reptile. 

Slimy and vile. 

With slow and gliding motion : 

With a hiss, and a glittering eye. 

The creature darts to bite ; 

Then leaveth his victim to die. 

Nearly dead with aflBright : 

And, coward-Kke, steals away, 

To hide from the light of the sun ; 

But, there shone a ray 

Of mercy^s day. 

On the victim, who lay. 

Undone. 

* And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to eyerlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. (Dan. xii. 2.) 

t But when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the 
commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. (Rom. 
vii. 9, 10.) 
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SALUS : AN ALLEGORY. 23 

Soon, the poison dispersed through the veins j 
And the flesh grew Uvid and swollen ; 
And the feverish heat, 
And the rapid beat 
Of the life pulse, gains. 

Heavy, and swollen, and heated ; 

Madden'd with racking pain ; 

His fancy excited, cheated 

With pictures the throbbing brain : 

Again, he swam in the river; 

Again, he swung on the bough ; 

Again, he suflTer'd the shiver. 

From the touch of that snake ; 

That terrible snake : 

O ! that Salus could see him, now.* 

But, at that moment, Salus was afar ; 

He stood upon the loftiest hill t 

In all the country round ; stood 6till, 

Serenely to enjoy the lovely sceile ; J 

And breathe with freedom thepure air ; 

Pelt only on the mountain ; J where. 

No mists can rise, exhaled from marshy fen : 



* I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His holy 
hill. (Psalm iii. 4.) 

t I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, whence cometh my help. (Psalm 
cxxi. 1.) 

J Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the 
mountain of His holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is Mount Zion. (Psalm xlviii. 1, 2.) 
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Nor, tainted vapours, from the haunts of men. 

He was attended by the nobly bom ; 

But, for the time, had laid aside 

His princely pomp, and therefore ^hom 

Of princely trappings ; simply was attired. 

He gazed, with pleasure, on the wide 

And verdant plain, on every side 

Extended ; all, entrusted to his care,* 

Cultivated, with skiU and knowledge rare. 

In the far distance, he espied the stream. 

Where Coecus lately bathed ; and, by its bank. 

The tree, which erst had borne him on its bough : 

Marking the changed form ; which the huge bough, torn 

Prom the old trunk, had caused ; he asked, from one 

Who stood at hand, a telescopic glass ;t 

And, by its aid, discern^ poor Ooecus' state. 

^^ Speed I speed !*' he cried, ^^run to my Father^s house. 

And bring me, from my chamber, to yon spot. 

All the rare simples that I may apply 

To ease yon sufferer* s pain ; they will be found. 

Labeled, and marked, as Penitence; Faith; Love; J 

He^s dying from the bite of a huge snake ; 

Known by the name, Eemorse ; and these, wiU cure 

* And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over 
aU things to the church. (Eph. i. 22.) 

t The eye of mercy. 

t For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it 
is the gift of God. (Eph. ii. 8.) 
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The poisonous malady. The other drugs, 

I use for healing eyes diseased ; bring too ; * 

For, I will open his, when I have soothed 

His present woes ; relieved his urgent need. 

Say to my Father, that I have a boon 

To crave, on the behalf of yon dear lad ; 

And, that I wiU return anon, to seek 

His presence, and petition of his love.f 

Speed ! speed ! I go to Ooecus ; and, would find 

My bidding done as soon. Speed like the wind.'^ 

He ceased : then, hastened over hill and plain ; 

Urged by his eager love ; 

Nor stopped for weariness, nor breath to gain. 

But on would quickly move : 

Swift as an arrow, J sped to Coecus^ side ; 

And, O what joy J he reached him e^er he died. 



• Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. (1 Cor. xii. 4.) 
t And made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah liii. 12.) 
t Who walketh upon the wings of the wind. (Psalm civ. 3.) 
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PART III. 

" Deab friend,'^ ^twas Coecus spoke, in accents low 
And faint ; '' I grieve for what I said, 

I pardon. Still, thy generous love bestow 
On me, unworthy ; I have led 

A life of careless foUy ; woe, 
Ab ! woe is me. 

1 have bought * wounds, and lie. 
Unheeded now by aU, 

Save only thee : 
I fear to die. 

Baise me, dear friend, that, in thine arms 

Supported, and, by kind 

And gracious aid restored, alarms 

May cease to haunt my mind : t 

Fm cabner now, but yet. 

Feel cold being naked; and, my clothes 

* The curse causeless shall not come. (Proverbs xxvL 2.) 
t Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : but he that trusteth in the Lord, 
mercy shall compass him about. (Psalm zxjui. 10.) 
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There on the bank, are soiled, and wet. 
Foul, and discoloured;* such as those, 
I Tfould not use again ; 
So deep their stain. 

And, Salus raised the suflFerer ; f placed his hand. 

Again upon the wounded breast ; 

Bandaged the broken limb : J 

Then, turning to attendants, gave command. 

To bring fresh clothing of his own ; the best 

Fitted for Coecus' use,§ not princely garb. 

Which suited only him. 

Thanks, Salus ; thanks ! What can I say ? 

take the humble thanks I cannot speak ! 
My heart is overflowing, I can pay 
Nothing, of all the love I owe : || so weak, 

1 cannot stand alone. O do not go ! 
If thou depart, 

I faint again : but no ! 
We must not part. 



♦ All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. (Isaiah Ixiv. 6.) 

t He giyeth power to the faint ; and to them that have no might He 
increaseth strength. (Isaiah xl. 29.) 

X He healeth the hroken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. (Psalm 
cxlvii. 3.) 

{ And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white : for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. (Rev. xix. 8.) 

II What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits to me ? (Psalm 
cxvi. 12.) 
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I^m stronger now, and feel that I can stand 

A little ; but a little ; still, I joy 

To think I breathe : give me thine hand ; * 

Support me still ; Fm but a feeble boy. 

Not able yet to walk. 

Salus, if thou wilt talk 

Again of love for me, 1^11 lie 

Again on thy fond breast, and gladly die.f 

Hush ! Coecus, hush ! I hear iny Father's voice. 

Proclaim aloud thy name. 

And bid his servants to rejoice. J 

Joy to thee, son of clay, thou hast found. 

The mercy and love of thy King : 

Rejoice ! 

Henceforward, the past. 

With its error, is cast 

Into depths far away : § 

Rejoice ! 

Let us sound 

His praises, from whom we bring 

Health, peace, and joy, to thee : 

Rejoice : 

And, thou shalt have strength to sing. 



♦ I the Lord will hold thine hand, and will keep thee .""(Isaiah xlii. 6.) 

t Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ ; which is far better. 
(PhiL i. 23.) 

% I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth. (Luke xv. 7.) 

§ All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tioned unto him. (Ezek. xviii. 22.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 SALT7S : AN ALLEQORY. 

With US, the SGfng of the free : 

Eejoice I 

Free from the serpent's thrall ; 

Eejoice I 

Free from the serpent's bite ; 

Rejoice ! 

Though, not yet free, from aJl 

The bitter effects of his spite : 

Mortal, thou still shalt remain ; 

And, grief thou still shalt feel ; * 

But, reflect, in all thy pain. 

That Salus still can heal. 

Rejoice I 

Until thou hast passed the river. 

Which circles the chief domain,t 

Of him, the noble giver 

To thee of thy life again ; 

TiQ then, thou shalt suffer and weep ; 

Till then, thou shalt faint and pine ; 

But, Salus' arms shall ever keep 

Thee his; for he is thine.J 

Rejoice I rejoice ! 

For ever raise thy voice. 

In praise of him. Rejoice ! 

Rejoice ! 

♦ Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. (Job t. 7.) 
t The last enemy that shaU be destroyed is death. (1 Cor. xv. 26.) 
X Fear not : for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name ; 
thou art Mine. (Isaiah xliii. 1.) 
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O Salus I dear Salus ! I hear, a Sweet murmur 

Of voices serapliic ; and, the air is filled 

With a soft solemn Ught : My strength is firmer ; 

An d my heart swells with glad emotion. 

Is it thy Father's servants singing ? 

The sound is like tV incessant waves of ocean ; * 

Soothing me, lulling me, it yet is ringing ,• 

And th' echo fills my soul with rapture. 

7heB> with the help of Salus, the first step f 
He took in silence, resolute, but dread4 

With step yet fieiltering, and slow. 
He essayed again to walk ; 
Away fi-om the stream. 
Away from the tree, J 
Ever he sought to go : 
And, he never ceased request 
Of Salus, who led him on ; 
And, petition he made 
For still more aid, § 
From him he leaned upon. 

* And I heard a Yoice from heayen, as the yoice of many waters. (Eev. 
xiy. 12.) 

t As ye haye therefofre receiyed Chrifit Jesus the Lord, so valk ye in Him. 
(Col. ii. 6.) 

t For we walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Cor. y. 7.) 

X The fear of the Lord is to hate eyil : pride, and arrogancyy and the eyil 
way, and the froward month, do I hate. (Proy. yiii. 13.) 

§ Continuing instant in prayer. (Horn. xii. 12.) 
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And, Salus never weary bore the burden ; * 
Gently administered to each desire ;t 
Accepted Coecus^ thanks for his sole guerdon ; 
Nor quenched the fire 
Of growing love, within young Coecus^ breast. 

And, many days they strayed, amid the fields, J 

Luxuriant and fruitful, as the year 

Advanced, from summer pride, to autumn heat. 

Some flowers they plucked, but more young Coecus sought 

The ripened grain ; and Salus, glad to see 

This changed desire and earnest love of work,§ 

Gave him a field which he might cultivate ; 

Instructed how to raise the noblest fruits : 

And ever and anon would Coecus seek 

Fresh aid and teaching, and, in accents meek. 

The help of Salus and his love bespeak. 

And so they worked together, of one mind, 
Intent on the same objects ; \\ Salus, kind 
And gentle, ever pardoning the mistake 
Of ignorance, in him he taught ; who strove 
T' improve the more for his dear teacher^s sake. 

* Surely He hath borne our griefs. (Isaiah liii. 4.) 

t And He shall giye thee the desires of thine heart. (Psalm xxzyii. 4.) 

i He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : He leadeth me beside the 

still waters. (Psalm xxiii. 2.) 

§ Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. (James ii. 17.) 

II He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, eren as 

He walked. (1 John ii. 6.) 
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One day they rested, seated in a grove, 
Where, hidden from all men, they could express. 
By word, and gesture, and by look, the love 
Each felt to each : (except in his distress. 
When Salus came to him,) had Cceous, ne^er. 
Enjoy' (i a confidence so close, so rare. 

He spoke, but fearM lest he should presume. 

And said : 1 plead thy love to me ; not mine 

To thee, else- would my work condemn. A pause, 

Gbve SaluB room for speech : he said. Resume 

Petition, for thy plea 's enough ; no laws 

Control my love, yet love controls thy want ; 

All that thou can'st desire,* if good, I grant. 

CcBCus, emboldened, laid his head 

On Salus' breast ;t and, weeping tears 

Of gratitude and love, he said ; 

Thou calmest all my fears : 

But, there is yet one boon I crave 

From thy dear love to me ; 

If now I have found grace 

In thy sight, Salus, let me see 

Thy Father's face : 

Gain me admission to his palace ; free 

To dwell with thee. 



* Ask, and it shall be giyen you. (Matt. vii. 7.) 

t There was leaning on Jesus* bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus 
loved. (John xiii. 23.) 
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Coecus, the privilege which thou haat sought. 
Is mine already to bestow ; * 'twas bought 
For thee long since. Within the palace gates. 
Thy place is ready ;* and it only waits. 
Till thou shalt pass the river deep and strong 
Which bounds this plain, to^^join the happy throng. 
Within my Father's halls, whose ceaseless song. 
Of praise and peace t for ever rolls along. 
Ask more, dear Coecus ; nay, without demand, 
I'll add this gift ; the right to share with me 
My noble heritage ; my Father's love ; 
And all the fulness of his gracious hand. 
Nay, look not so abashed, 'tis mine to give ; 
Thine, in return, to love and to receive. 



Salus ! thou hast culminated joy. 
Before unspeakable ; and now, my heart 
Stretches the bounds of its desires, to meet 
Thy generosity ; let me enjoy 
Its fuU fruition ; I would haste to swim 
The darkest river, or the fiercest tide. 
Which me from such a father doth divide : 
Take me to him. 



* In My Father's house are many mansions : I go to prepare a place for 
you. . . .that where I am, ye may be also. (John xiv. 2, 3.) 

t And every creature which is in heaven. . . .heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. (Rev. v. 13.) 
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But Salus wished delay ; he spoke of work 

Yet unfulfilled by Coecus ; aatumn fruits. 

Scarcely yet ripened, and not gathered in ; 

And then of other ground, which should be ploughed. 

And broken up, to lie the winter through. 

For frosts and snows to penetrate its crust : 

Thus to improve the underlying earth. 

By searching cold, and healthfiil salts ; conveyed 

Deep in the ground, by the admitted air. 

Coecus replied, ^^ Salus, thy will is mine/^ 
And then, with cheerful readiness, made speed 
To do the work set forth ; though diflBlcult * 
And sometimes painful ; but, he sought the aid 
Of that dear friend, who helped without reproach. 

At length the work was done, the river reached 
By Coecus ; who, with Salus by his side. 
Gazed, with affrighted look, upon the tide 
Brolling beneath with headlong hideous speed ; 
The waters dark and cold : and is there need. 
Said Coecus, That I cross this fearful flood ; 
Which shakes my soul, and freezes up my blood ? 
My strength can never cope with waves so rough ; 
My heart will fail the effort ; 'twere enough 
T' appal the stoutest swimmer, and to make 
The strongest hesitate ; the bravest quake. 

* I can do all things through Christ, which strengtheneth me. (I'hil. 
iv. 13.) 
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No need of eflfort, Gobcub ; answered lie 
Who led him thither ; trust thyself to me ; 
Lie down in peace upon the bank^ and I 
Will draw thee gently over;* one deep sigh^ 
One gasp for breathy on feeling the chill touch 
Of th^ icy water ; and 'tis crossed : thus much 
Is needful^ Ccecus ; but, my love, will spare 
Thee aught beyond ; this only shalt thou bear. 

Salus, I love and trust thee : as he spoke. 
Young Coecus closed his eyes, as if in sleep. 
No pen can further write ; when he awoke. 
Or where, or how : but those who came to reap 
The fields he sowed, found lying there a book. 
In which were sketched full many glorious scenes 
Of palaces and gardens,t thronged with bright 
And happy beings, and such other themes. 
As stir the heart to longing. They did look 
Much in this volume ; and, it might in truth. 
By such incitement happen, that their thoughts 
Misled them ; this I know not ; but they say. 
They heard a distant myriad chaunt this lay. 

Welcome ! welcome ! welcome ! to our shore ; 
Come from afar ; 



* When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee. (Isaiah xliii. 2.) 

t And he showed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem. {Rev. ixi. 10.) 
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All suffering for thee is o^er : * 

Hallelujah ! 

Robes of purest light thy garb shall be ; 

JoinusnoTf; 

Exultant jay, and loye^ shall crown thee : 

Happy one thou. 

Gome to our Father's presence^ he will spread 

Around thee^ 

His glory to thy view ; his love, will shed 

Upon thee ; 

Filling thee with rapture never ending : 

Thy voice upraise. 

Love, glory, peace, and joy, thus blending ; 

Sing his praise. 

Glory to Salus, who brings. 
From afar; from afar; 
The lost on his wings : 
Hallelujah ! 

Let us worship, and gaze 
On the luminoiis rays t 
Of his glory ; his mercy ; 



* And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain. (Rot. xxi. 4.) 

t And the city had no need of the son, neither of the moon, to shine in it : 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. (Bey. 
xxi. 23.) 
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'' The ancient of days/' { 
Let us kneel ; let us praise ; 
Adore j and upraise 
For ever, our voices on high. 



• And the ** Ancient of days" did e&t, whose garment was white as snow. 
(Dan. vii. 9.) 
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